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5* Ir. the intelligence available in the 
-any ci the cities, towns and installations ac 
were mentioned as possible targets. The Beard 
the pre-TIT intelligence suggesting that the c 
miaht concentre 
ion ci frontier 
led mends in the 

tier, seems to have beer, that the harassment of , the cit 
towns would bo .cpnf.inccLlargely ito.,r.ortnr. and ...r'f^ket ,,a 
rather than the ground -attacks which actually took pla 

6. In the Vietnam, theater the evaluation ci the pre-TTT 
intelligence indicators oromted cancellation oi the TIT truce 
in I Corps on January 25 and contributed to General Westncreln: 
actions, on January 10 in putting V.S. comar.dors or. full alert 
throughout all oi South Vietnam. Just trior to the main attache 
Alt tough the nrc—TIT inte"'!^ hence lie not include t roc i a e warn! 
ac to the time and place oi each major attack which was mounts:: 
it did serve as a general alert to iiold commanders without 
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3.1. • Based on r itls" review, the Boaj’cV'eohcludes : v^v- 
a. that the intelligence at hand contributed 


decision on January 25 to cancel the 17.7 true; 


in I Cc- 


General Vestncreland : s action on January' 5C rutting U. 
on dull alert throughout all of South Vietnam just pri 
main attacks 3 
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1968 


I’roparations for the TUT Offensive of 1963 <jot underway in 
seme areas of Couth Vietnam during October 1967, about the time that 
the Communist wore preparing for more pointed activity in three 
widely separated areas of the country — Khe Sanh (Quar.g Tri 
Province), Dak To (Kontu:n Province) , and in areas of Military 
Region 10. t_the same time,<SMflPMNMV*iinvolving two of the three 
divisions (VC^MMband in Nam Bo had been effected and the 

other Communist division there (the VCfMpV was ceasing to 
communicate regularly with its regiments. As the Khe Sanh and Dak To 
threats wore met and subsided SIGINT evidence:/preparations for 
Vietnamese Communi-st action of unprecedented proportions — progressing 
slowly and differing greatly from anything in the past. Many units 
were concentrated in Cambodia and instability was the common 
characteristic of most units curir.e the last two months of 1967. 


During the first two weeks of January 1968, as some units 
accomplished "long distance moves ar.d_other; held positions they had 
settled before, a rash c -J^0^|MB0BpiSMRHMMW^'bcgan 

appearing in communications serving units in I and II Corpse Units 
■.-.•era re subordinated co ocher commands in the DMZ area, division 
forward elements were activated in Military Region 5, units were 

v.^v_ —‘ umu.j.. uo eeji« regulations, and auoieional 

schedules wore established. messages reveal'discussions 

of D-Day, increased reconnaissance cr~Allicd defenses and positions, 
and evidence of prolonged tactical operations. A flurry of 
translations-word published MSA during the 

week of 17-23 January 1960 which reflected the seriousness of the 
Communist threat, and on 24 January,.NSA issued three reports 
dealing with the situation in MR 5 (2/0^^1^1127-63, R28, and R29) . 
Hue, Plciku, and Kontum emerged as the most seriously threatened 
cities with considerable attention focused on many other populated 
centers whoso common bond was the presence of major Allied 
installations in the area. 


As references to D-Day.and other discussions of timing 
unfolded, through in the context of a particular separate military 
command, all the evidence pointed toward the same general time 
span — late January-carlv February. By 25 January, it had become 
absolutely clear from SIGIInT that the Vietnamese Communist in South 










w r>re preparing to simultaneously conduct attacks in most areas of 
the country with major cities and populated centers as theijr 
principal targets. On that date (at 2332Z) the first of 
2 /O^^W'k 32-68 series reports was published, followed on successive 
days by 44 follow-ups as the major thrust came and receded and as 
new attacks v/ere indicated. Many of the follow-up reports 
contained information indicating gcnera^Lly^vhen the major attacks 
would come, but one in particular (2/O / jjjB^fR40-o3 / 280038Z January) 
discussed a message of 28 January which seated that the attack is to 
commence "as soon as possible" but not latter than 0030 hours 
(Saigon time) on 30 January. 

According to cumulative collateral, the Vietnamese 
Communist TET Offensive of 1968 was launched on '30/31 January 
against government and U.S. facilities in almost every provincial 
city and surrounding area thereof throughout South Vietnam. The 
U.S. Army headquarters at Hue was one of the major targets and 
parts of that city were in the hands of the Communist on the morning 
of 1 February. Collateral sources further stated that 58,000 
Communist main and local forces were committed in attacks on urban 
and military installations through 13 February. Communist casualty 
figures during the period 29 January to 2 February were set at 
12,704 killed in action and 3,567 detained. 
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Preparations for the TET Offensive of 1968 got underway 


in some areas of South Vietnam during October 1967, about 
the time that the Communists were preparing for more pointed 
activity in three widely separated areas of the country-- 
Khe Sanh (Quang Tri Province), Dak To /(Kontum Province), 
and in areas of Military Region 10. At the same time an 
SOI chanae involvina two of the three divisions 



m Nam Bo had been effected and the other Commu- 


was ceasing to communicate 


nist division there 



regularly with its regiments. As the Khe Sanh and Dak To 
threats were met and subsided, SIGINT evidenced prepara¬ 
tions for Vietnamese Communist action of unprecedented 
proportions--progressing slowly and differing greatly from 
anything in the past. Many units were concentrated in 
Cambodia and instability was the common characteristic 
of most units during the last two months of 1967. 

During the first two weeks of January 1968, as some 
units accomplished long distance moves and others held 
positions they had settled into weeks before. 



Units were resubordinated 








to other commands in the DMZ area, division forward ele¬ 
ments were activated in Military Region 5, units were 
alerted to adhere strictly to established regulations, and 
additional schedules were established. Readable messages 
revealed discussions of D-Day, increased reconnaissance of 
Allied, defenses and positions, and evidence of prolonged 
tactical operations. A flurry of translations were pub¬ 
lished by the field stations and NSA during the week of 
17-23 January, which reflected the seriousness of the 
Communist threat, and on 24 January, NSA issued three 
reports dealing with the situation in MR 5 ( 2 / 0 ^/^ 1127 - 68 , 
R28, and R-29-68). Hue, Pleiku, and Kontum emerged as the 
most seriously threatened cities with considerable atten¬ 
tion focused on many other populated centers whose common 
bond was the presence of major Allied installations in 
the area. 

As references to D-Day and other discussions of timing 

unfolded, though in the context of a particular separate 

military command, all the evidence pointed toward the 

same general time span—late January or early February. 

By 25 January it had become absolutely clear from SIGINT 

that the Vietnamese Communists in South Vietnam were 
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preparing to simultaneously conduct attacks in most areas 
of the country with major cities and populated centers as 
their principal targets. On that date (at 2332Z) the first 
of the 2/0^d§R32-68 series reports (copy attached) was 

published, followed on successive days by 44 follow-ups as 

/ 

the major thrust came and receded, and as new attacks were 
indicated. Many of the follow-on reports contained infor¬ 
mation indicating generally when the major attacks would 

r— ~1 

come, but one in particular - 2/0f^J(BpR40-68, 280038Z Jan¬ 
uary (copy attached) - discussed a message of 28 January 
which stated that the attack is to commence "as soon as 
possible" but not later than 0030 hours (Saigon time) 
on 30 January. 

According to cumulative collateral, the Vietnamese 
Communist TET offensive of 1968 was launched on 30/31 
January against government and U. S. facilities in almost 
every provincial city and surrounding area thereof throughout 
South Vietnam. The U. S. Army headquarters at Hue was one 
of the major targets and parts of that city were in the 
hands of the Communists on the morning of 1 February. 
Collateral sources further stated that 58,000 Communist 
main and local forces were committed in attacks on urban 
and military installations through 13 February. Communist 




casualty figures during the period 29 January to 2 February 
were set at 12,704 killed in action and 3,576 detained. 

REFERENCES: 2/QS(|®L''R32-68 - TAB A 

2/O^(BBfc i R40-68 - TAB B 
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COORDINATED VIETNAMESE COMMUNIST OFFENSIVE EVIDENCED 


IN SOUTH VIETNAM 


I. 


INTRODUCTION 


urin(/ the past week, SIGINT I10.0 provided evidence of a coordinated 
attack to occur in the near future In several areas of South Vietnam. 
While the hulk of SIGINT evidence indicates the most critical, areas to be 
northern half of the country, there is some add tionol evidence 
that Communist units in Nam Bo may also be involved. Tie' major target 
areas of enemy offensive operations include the western highlands, the 
coastal provinces of Military Region (MR) 5, and the Khe Gunh and Hue 
areas. This report presents details relating to the Impending attacks 
in each of these areas, and additionally presents Information concerning 
similar, and possibly related activity noted in the Nam Bo area. 

II. MILITARY REGION 5 

A- The Vies tern Highlands 


Several indicators of Impending 'CommunisI. offensive have been 
observed in the western highlands during the last week. Since 1.6 January, 
a probable Hq , PA VN B3 Front Author.! ty has exchange*! messages with a 
probable PAVN Division element which have menU••nod the Uiginning of 
N-Day, and efforts to achieve victory In the planned attacks. Several 
messages on 2? and 23 January have been passed in plaintext Vietnamese 
and have mentioned that the plan for the "final performance" must be 
reported by 0500 hours on 26 Januaty'. The 

for messages of this type has preceded Vietnamese Communist attacks in 
the past. Further, in that many of these messages have referred to an 
impending N-Day" (the Vietnamese equivalent of "D-Day"), some idea can 
b ^„ £ained re 8arding the possible beginning dale or a broad Communist 
offensive. A message of 24 January, for example, mentioned picking up 
the military operation plan" and "guaranteeing the night of 25 January. 1 
The immediate objectives of attacks In Pleiku Province were outlined in 
the first message of this scries passed on l6 January. In part, this 
message stated: "The immediate task will be to overrun Le Thanh, Due Co, 
and Ton lap; liberate the area north and south or Route 10, and thrust 
strongly to the southwest of Pleiku. The next tank is to liberate Pleiku 
and the area along Route 19 and to attack toward the east."- 
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The B3 Front Authority passing these messages has boon located 

It) January, 
on 

25 January 

Meanwhile, -two other concentrations or. B3 Front elements exist 

!-H Pleiku nrvl fSOl I t b •./<*•* ;*■*■»>» r> m«. I'.. * 


near znc i,uuibcxiWt-Kentuni border nlnoo It wan flrot observed o\ 
and most recently was located near 1-I-03N IO7-23E (IA 573539 

2 1 January. Tlie probable ^Mfc^DivIsi. on element was located 01 
near 13-5M L07-27E (YA tiM31.il), in northwestern l'l,-Uu. 1 









During the pant week, SIGINT hao provided evidence of a coordinated 
attack to occur In the near future In oeveraJ. areas of South Vietnam. 
While the built of SIOIN'f evidence indicates the most critical, areas to be 
fu northern half of the country, there is some ad-' tional evidence 
that Communist units in Nam Do may also be involved, 'the major target 
areas of enemy offensive operations Include the western highlands, the 
coastal provinces of Military Region (MR) 5 , and the Khe Sunh and Hue 
areas. This report presents details relating to the Impending attacks 
•in each of these ureas, and additionally presents information concerning 
similar, and possibly related activity noted in the Norn Bo area. 

II. MILITARY REGION 5 

A * The Western Highlands 

oeveral Indicators oi ImporulJng Coitununir. t. offensive have been 
observed in the western highlands during the last week. Since J .6 January, 
a probable Hq, PA VN D3 Iront Author!ty has exchanged messages with a 
probable PAVN ^0, Division element which have me;ii.I■ mod the beginning of 
N-Day, and efforts to achieve victory in the pburned attacks. Several 
messages on 2? and 23 January have been passed in plaintext Vietnamese 
and have mentioned that the plan for the "final performance" must be 
reported by 0600 hours on 26 January'. Tire 

for messages of tills type has preceded Vietnamese Communist at^ckjTin 
"C ie past. ^Further, in that many of these messages have referred to an 
impending Ii-Day’ (the Vietnamese equivalent of "D-Day"), some idea can 
e gained regarding the possible beginning date of a broad Communist 

A message of 24 January, for example, mentioned picking up 
.m e miiitary operation plan" and "guaranteeing the night of 25 January . 1 
The immediate objectives of attacks in Plelku Province were outlined in 
the first message of this scries passed on l 6 January. In part, this 
m n^ S T> Be f ated: immediate task will be to overrun Le Thanh, Due Co, 

and Tan Lap; liberate the area north and south of Route 10 and thrust- 
strongiy to the southwest of Plelku. The next task is to liberate Pleiku 
and the area along Route 19 and to attack toward the east."-^ MMto 


Ihe B3 l-ront Authority passing these messages ha 3 been located 
near the Cun.bodin-Konturo border since it was first observed on 16 January, 
and most recently wus located near 14-03N 1D7-23E (YA 573530 ) on 

* Q ?^ a PL*, ™ c . Probable •►Divl si°n element was located on 25 January 
ear 13-;0N 10 f-2'fE (YA (>41312), in northwestern Pb'1xu. ‘ 

. p, ,. Mecu ? wnlle ^ ' tvro other concentrations oft B3 Front elements exist 
° f^ eiR u and southwestern Kontuin Province, and have won demonstrated 
to be part o( the impending offensive operation. In a message of .- 
^^^apuary, the probable Ilq, f ‘,3 Front Authority reported to the probable 
division element tiio aeeompbl shm.nts of IAVN forces on the Pleiku 
lak To and Pint Hon "flanks," and .-aut-iene I "al l oi' yon must prepare ’ 
urgently and tiioroughly pud maintain secrecy so tliat. w.ben N-Day comes we 
can 0 [ien fire en masse."--’ i t 
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Coastal Provinces of MR 


SIGINT indicates that elements of the PAVN J^fcfDivision. and Hq; 

MR 5 currently located in^the Quang Ham-Quang Tin Province border yea 
are in an attack posture.' 1 The pons!. hl.e PAVN ^PUfcDivision 'SBMtffltfPBNMSP 
has been maintaining tactical control over the division's three regiments 
since 31 December, a procedure indicative in the pant ol Vietnamese 
Communist offensives.® Additionally, the possible Hq • PAVN Regiment, 

PAVN gpkDiviaion, was located on 22 January, 9 bu southwest of Tam Ky 
city. < Collateral information indicates that an attack by elements ot the 
^(■(••Regiment Is imminent In this an;n. 


In Binh Dinh Province, communications activity indicates that the 
PAVN fffk- Division may he repositioning. Finally recent-information 
suggests that liq, MR 5 Main Force Uiiit Control has activated 1 orvard 
tactical, elements in the areas of the and^BBP Divisi ons. Activation 

of such elements has, in the past, preceded offensive opt rations. 

More recently, a message 'transmitted on 23 .T annar y from Hq, 

MR 5 Main Force Unit Control to the possible Hq, PAVN ^M W^ Keginien t , 

PAVN Division, arid addressed to "The tftgnal c'htcfs all 

tbits" reported a tense situation, and 3tated that ail stations are urged 
to abide by the'.stipulated communications, and to rail the watch regularly 
in order to receive orders and to report. was stipulated 

as the <4|0BtfMMiitMNPC' , have opened fire." Although Rhemes sage was 
observed being transmitted to. only the posoible Hq, Regiment, the 

internal address to the signal chiefs of all units suggests that the 
message wa 3 Intended for all Vietnamese Communist mlLitary uni to operating 
in the coastal provinces of MR 5 controlled by Hq, MR 5 Main Force Unit 
Control.® 

A later message, passed on January by the Hq, Rear Services 

provided instructions to 'the tentatively identified Hq, PAVN 
Regiment- to use certain practices in passing "N-Dny" 
messages. That message ended vith. "Do you understand N-Day? Reply 
immediately."^ 

III. MILITARY REGION MR TRI-THIEN-ilUE 

A. Kite Sanh-Eastern DMZ-Iiue < 

SIGINT hau revealed a major buildup of PAVN forces in the 
vicinity of Kite Sunh, Quang Tri Province, continued evidence of pressure 
against Allied positions and lines-of-communication in the general 
eastern and coastal areaG of the DMZ, and reviewed interest in the Hue 

area. 

Since October, un influx and massing of PAVN units in the Khe. 
Sunh-Laos boader area has been evidenced. Includ ei in thi s buildup 
are the possible Hq, Ifl^fc-Divlslon audits three regiments—the 

tlie probable liq, ^KfcBkDi v Ls l on and two suspect 
subordinate 4®BPMBpreglments, & oucjpoctid tfBtfNMMpregiinent, a 
detached element of the division headquarters, two unidentified regimental 
subordinates und three unidentified associated entities; the major PAVN 
Headquarters, Laos; an unKlentifled subor dinate of llq, DMZ iront; and 
elements of the PAVN Regiment, 4MH Division . The possible 

IH w < rr < '>•*> •'nl.flf.l I MM 1 M ^ T V/* * ** *' - t. b tl 





In TUnh Dinh Province, communications activity Indicates that the 
PAVH » Division may l>e repositioning. Finally recent •Information 
suggests that Hq, MR 5 Main Force Urtit Contro l .has activated forward 
tactical elements in the areas of the^Hfc> and^IBBf DlvisJ ons. Activation 
of such elements has, in the past, preceded offensive op< rations." 

More recently, a message transmitted on 23 »T an a nr y from llq, 

MR 5 Main Force Unit Control to tlie possible Hq, PAVN Re'glme nt, 

PAVH DLvi sion, and addressed to "The Ignat ehi.e ? 'r. all 

Units" reporl.ed a tense si tuation, and stated that a.l i stations are urged 
to abide by the'.stipulated communicat ions, and to on .1.1 the watch regularly 
in order to receive orders and to report. war - stipulated 

as the "have opened fire." Although the m essage was 

observed being transmitted to. only the possible Hq, Regiment, the 

Internal address to the signal chief's of ail unit:: suggests that the 
message was Intended for till Vietn/imcse t'oiinii’inL 3 L mi litary units operating 
in the coastal provinces of MR 5 controlled by Hq, MH 5 Main Force Unit 
Control.® 


A later message, passed on 24 January l.-y '-lie llq. Rear Services 
provided instructions to 'she tentatively identified Hq, PAVH 
; Regiment, to use certain practices in passing "N-Day" 
messages. That message ended with. "Do'you understand N-Day? Reply 
immediately."9 


III. MILITARY REGION HR TRI-THIEN-IIUE 


A. Khe Sanh-Eastern DMZ-Hue t 

SIGINT has revealed a major buildup of i’AVN forces in the 
vicinity of Khe Sanh, Quang Tri Province, continued evidence of pressure 
against Allied positions and lineo-of-comnamication in the general 
eastern and coastal areaG of the RMZ, and reviewed interest in the Hue 
area. 

Since October, wi influx and massing of PAVH units in the Khe. 
Sanh-Laos boader area has been evidenced. Included in this buildup 

, Division an d it s three 4MMNMI regiments—the 

tlie probable llq , v is i on and two suspect 

JUregiments, a ouqpoct.'d ^■■■(JJ^pregi merit, a 
detached element of the division headquarters, two unidentified regimental 
subordinates and tlu'ee unidentified associated entitles; the major PAVN 
Headquarters, Laos; on unidentified subo rdinate of llq, RMZ Front; and 
elements of the PAVN fHH* Regiment, tfUft Division. The possible flMV 
Division and regimental subordinates iuivc been deployed west-r.outhwest 
of Khe Sanh, while elements of the fBtSBk have been general Ly: emplaced 
to the south und southeast. 


are the possible llq 
subordinate 
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Latest locations of the probable Division include: 

probable Hq/(0pb Division at 16-32N. 106-46E (XD 881310) on 24 January; 
suspect 4MMVMNBfcre>glment at 16-36N 106-311 (XD 620428) on 24 January; 
suspect MMMMthreglment at l6-3fiN 106-47E (XD 905417) on 24 January; 
the detached element of the division headquarters at 16-28N 106-44E 
(XD 846229) on 23 Janukry; two unidentified regimental subordinates at 
16-33N 106-46E (XD 891324) and 16-29N 106-46E (XD 8724) on 19 January 

and 30 December respectively; and two unldentifipd associated entities 
'at--l6-28N 106-34E (XD 675233 ) and 16-29N 106-352 (XD 701238) on 19 and 
22 January respectively. 

Latest locations of the possible include: possible 

Hq, JM' Division at 16 - 38 N 106-372 (XD 733410) on 24 January; possible 

jfljflSESesiment at 16-43N 106-392 Op 777490) on 20 January; pos sible 
4MMBtReglraent at 16-39N 106-272 (}D' 565435) on 16- January; and ■ ■ 

Regiment at 16-37N 106-23E (XD 471401) on 11 January. 


In addition, comnunications of PAVN ur.its deployed in 

the western DMZ have reflected reconnaissance activities of elements 
associ ated with the possible Division as well as op eratio nal reports 

of thejNfci Battalion, Regiment, and elements of the Regiment. 

TheJflMfeBattalion, tfPMfcRegiment, was located on 23 January in the vicinity 
of 16-40N 106-41E (XD 790445). In addition, two associates of the 

possible 0|P Regiment were located in the immediate area of Khe Sanh on 
24 January—tbe WH& Battalion at 16-40N 106-46B (XD 887438 ) and an 

unidentified entity at 16-40N 106-46B (XD 860430). 

>. . 

M eanwhile, in the eas tefrraDMZ communications of the 

Regiment, ^jgfcMjj|i»M»Regi ment and J|.. 

^|M||^pWk»Battalion, as well aa elements of the 
Regiment—possibly ip general combat-ond-service support—indicate 
continuing pressure along Routes 1, 9» 74, 75/ end 78 , the general vicinity 
of Cua Viet and Allied positioi^^^^^^^^^^^^niijjuij^&urMLo^Quan 

communications also indicate continuing interest in the northeastern 
sectors of Quang Tri Province. Interest west to Camp Carroll has been . 
reflected in Battal ion communications. Additionally, the tenuous 

deployment of the to well south of Route 9 ia "the vicinity 

of 16-35N 107-08E (YD 296357) has been evidenced in recent SIGINT. 11 

(For possibly related DRV air Interest in the DMZ area, see 2/O/4^fc/R05-68.) 

In MR Tri-Thien-Hue ('PTH), SIGINT reflected a renewed Vietnamese 
Communist interest in the Hue area. On 29 January Hq, MR TTH was 
located near 16-25N 1 07- ?1 K (YD 5115 ), approximately 26 km west-southwest 

of Mb. Other units located in the general Hue area included the possible 
4Mta|NMB3N* ,Uait located near 16 -I 8 N 10 7 - 36 E. (YD 7780 30) on 

8 January; one possible subordinate of tbe Unf^ located 

near 16-25N 107-26E (YD 606171) on 17 November; Hq, PAVN^pfRegiment 

located near 16-26N 107-20E (YD 491173) on 12 December; and a possible 

battalion of the PAVN^||il**Regiment located on 10 January near 16-32N 
107-13E (YD 376301 ). 7 


IV. NAM BO AREA 

Possibly delated activity has been recently observed in communications 
serving Vietnamese Communist tqMMNflMMMNMHPMPflMHP* elements operating 
in the southern area "(Nam Bo) of South Vietnam. Thin activity has 





Hq, jggt Division at 16-38N 106-37K (XD 733^10) on 24 January; possible 
JMfl*Regl>nent at 16-43N 106-39E (XD 777490) on 20 January; pos sible 
•■^Regiment at 16-39N 106-27E (>D‘ 565435) on 1 6 - January; and QKfc ■ • 
Regiment at 16-37N 106-23E (XD 471401) on 11 January. 


In addition, cojrniunications of PAVN ur.its deployed in 

the western DMZ have reflected reconnaissance activities of elements 
.associated with the possible Division as well as operational reports 

of the. Battalion, Regiment, and elements of the Regiment. 

TheJ|0kBattalion, MPMbRegiment, was located on 23 January in the vicinity 
of 16-40N 1 06-41E (XD 790445). In addition, two associates of the 

possible 4MP Re gime nt were located in the immediate area of Khe Sanh on 
24 January—the W/t Battalion at 16-40N 106-468 (XD 887438) and an 
unidentified entity at 16-40N 106-468 (XD 860430). 

M eanwhile, in the easteVmDMZ communications of the 

PAVN50PM^MMH|MKBeglment, SflMhMNWNMttttfrReglment and JHMV 

<Mg||P««»Battallon, as well as elements of the 
Regiment—possibly ip general combat-and-service support—indicate 
continuing pressure along Routes 1, 9/ 74, 75/ and 76, the general vicinity 
of Cua Viet and Allied positions at Dong Ha, Con Thien, Cam Lo, Quan 

communications also indicate continuing interest in the northeastern 
sectors of Quang Tri Province. Interest west to Camp Carroll has been 
reflected in Battal ion communications. Additionally, the tenuous 

deployment of the Regiment to well south of Route 9 in the vicinity 

16-35N 107-08E (ID 296357) bas been evidenced In recent SIG INT. 

(For possibly related DRV air interest in the DMZ area, see 2/o / 4^fc/R05-68.) 

In MR Tri-Thien-Hue (TTH), SIGINT reflected a renewed Vietnamese 
Communist interest in the Hue area. On 29 January Hq, MR TTH was 
lo cate d near 16-25N 107-21E (YD 5115)/ approximately 26 km west-southwest 

. Other units located in the general Hue area included the possible 
JMNqHNMMPtUalt located near 16-18N 10 7-36E. (YD 7780 30) on 
8 January; one possible subordinate of the Unit located 

near 16-25N 107-26E (YD 606171) on 17 November; Hq, PAVN^j§fcrRegiment 
located near 16-26N 107-20E (YD 491173)- on 12 December; and a possible 
battalion of the PAVN^BfcfcRegiment located on 10 January near 16-32N 
107-13E (YD 376301). 7 

IV. NAM BO AREA 

Possibly related activity has been recently observed in -communications 
serving Vietnamese Communistelements operating 
in the southern area‘(Nam Bo) of South Vietnam. This activity has 
included: significant moves of major Communist unl^s; activation of new 
communications and the renewal of communications between units which had 
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not been noted in radio contact with each other for extended periods of 
time; unusual message activity; and, Communi st lntere st^ispe^^fl^^areas 
in the Nam Bo region as expressed in recent 
and reporting.^ 

The moot significant areas ?l' Vietnamese Communist activity in this 
region appear to be as follows: 

A. Tay Ninh-Blnh Long Province Border Area 

Hq, Viet Cong (VC) 40MMflMitf|MMiRP Divislon renewed 

communications activity with its subordinate regiments on 19 -Tanuary^^ 
for the first time since late November 19&7 - elements of the VC tffcw 

jggH also reappeared in communications during early January., and since the 
middle of the month have been reporting on Allied activity in the Binh 
Long-Tay Ninh Province border Area near Soc Con Trnng (11-3TN 106-26E, 

XT 5604) and Bau Tram (11-32N 106-23E, XT 5079)« The possible VC_46th 

Battalion has also been report.in; to the 

(gggfi. COSVN on Allied activity -:s in this area since late December 19°7- 

B. Southern Phuoc Long Province Area 

■tftt elements of the VC fRg&f* reappeared in communications on 
29 December for the first time.since September 19^7• These elements, 
operating in the central and southern area of Phuoc Lon^Province, have 
referred to the VCJfMMfcand VCRegiments of the in recent 

messages. An j^MHMMMMMPcontrol-authority of a radio group suapected 
of serving the posslblellq,, VC 5jBJKB0*clement operating in Phuoc Ixing 
Province was located on 12 Junuary In the Phuoc Long-long Khanh Province 
border area, approximately 5^ km south of its 31 December position. On 
10 January SIGINT indicated the r eloca tion of the radio stations associated 
with the subordinates of this element—the•posslbleHq, PAVN 80th 

and VC Regiment 8 . The station associated with Hq, MR Regiment 

was located.in southwestern Binh L^ug Province, ;xpproximately 90 km 
southwest of its 17 December location; the Hq, Regiment associated 

station was located in southern Phuoc Long Province, about 40 km from 
its 23 December position. 

i 

C. Bien- Hoa-Long Khanh Province Border Area 

Elements of the MR 1 have indicated possible hostile 

interest in an Allied installation in an undetermined hamlet, possibly in 
the Bien Hoa-Long Khanh Province border area. Messages exchanged between 
the 'UPfc'and two subordinates during the period 19-23 January have 
discussed in detail the Allied defenses at the ...unnam ed hamlet and 
"important and very urgent directives" for c °H B ^ era 
"500" is a cover designator for the ^R^Batt^lion, VC Regiment, VC 


Other recent significant activity in the Nam Bo region includes 
attempted communications between the possible Hq, Unidentified Front—last 
located on 15 January in northern Binh Long Province.near the Cambodian 
border—and the Hq, VC J0T and MflMNp on 23 January, the first such 
communications activity observed since late November and late September 19°7 
respectively. Developments observed on this unidentified front s 
communications since early January indicate that it Is assuming a position 
of greater prominence in the Vietnamese Communist military apparatus^in 







communications activity with itu subordinate regime-me on xy uanuary^^ 
for the first time since late November 19 67 • WBt oienionts of the VC fife 
®IHl also reappeared in communications during early January, and since the 
middle of the month have been repdrting on Allied activity in the Binh 
Long-'Pay Ninh Province border Area near Soc Con Trnng (11-37N 106-26E, 

XT 5604) and Bau Tram (11-32N 106-23E, XT 5075)• The possible VC 46th 

Battalion has also been reporting to the 

(gfgfi COSVN on Allied activity ss in this area since late December 19o7 • 


Southern Phuoc Long Province Area 


"fUK elements of the VC reappeared in communications on 

29 December for the first time.since September 1967• These elements, 
operating in the central and so uther n area ol Phuoc Lon^l^rovince, have 
referred to the VC iygjffk and. VCfflgJBfe Regiments of the in recent 

messages. An j^jBBgBflBpi*cont rol ■ auth ority of a radio group suspected 
of serving the poss^lellq, VC feUMNB* element operating in Phuoc Long 
Province was located on 12 January in the Phuoc Long—long Khanli Province 
border area, approximately 50 km south of its 31 December position. On 
10 January SIGINT indicated the r eloca tion of the radio stations associated 
with the subordinates of this element--tlio posnib^Hq, PAVN 88th 

and VC Regiments. The station associated with Ilq,jNBfc Regiment 

was located in southwestern Binh Lqng Province, appr oximately 9® tan 
southwest of its 17 December location; the Hq, BMfck Regiment associated 
station was located in southern Phuoc Long Province, about 40 km from 
its 23 December position. 


Bien- Hoa-Long Khanh Province Border Area 


Elements of the 


MR 1 have indicated possible hostile 


interest in an Allied installation in an undetermined hamlet, possibly in 
the Bien Hoa-Long Khanh Province border area. Messages exchanged between 
the Bfeand two subordinates during the period 19-23 January have 
discussed in detail the Allied defenses at the unnam ed hamlet and 
"important and very urgent directives'' for c °U a beral 
"500" is a cover designator for the fBfcBattplion, Regiment, VC 


Other recent significar.t activity in the Nam Bo region includes 
attempted communications between, the possible Hq, Unidentified Front—last 
located on 15 January in north ern Binh L ong Province.near the Cambodian 
border—and. the Hq, VC £0? and on 2 3 January, the first such 

communications activity observed since late November and late September 1967 
respectively. Developments observed on this unidentified front's 
communications since early January indicate that it is assuming a position 
of greater promine'nce in the Vietnamese Communi fit military apparatus in 
South Vietnam. This expanding role has included the: establishment of 
communications between the Unidentified front and the MR headquarters in 
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the Nam Bo region, Hq f MR 5 and Hq, PAVN B3 Front. Unusual message 
^tlX^San Mlinary Affairs Section - - • COSV» and *^ rterB 
of MR 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 10, and the Hq, PAVN B3 Front have also recently 

been observed—particularly s: nee mid-January. 


1. 2/MMK'Tl8^-6a. 

2. 2/0/|fllKR13-68. 

3.. 3/0J&HR21-68. 

1*. 3/o/JW^R22-68. 

5. 2/0/1^1^3-63. . 

6‘. 3/0/lgPRl5-68. 

7- 3/O/#iPk20-68. 

8. 2/0/fp!R27-68. 

9- 2/0^*29-68. 

10. 2/o/«g®|lR20-68. .... 

11. 2/o/BP% ( R31-68. 

12. 2/0/»'R17-68, 3/0^drR22-68, 3/0***/R21-68. 
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FOLLOW-UP NUMBER 5 TO 

— — IKATSD VIg DtAJ< E SE CQWUfflST OFFENSIVE EVIDENCED 
51 SOOTII VTETKAM (252332Z) 

hivJinScate^^SBsage^^^rfLl 1 '!' •“^1" 11111111 “* a subordinate) 

"as Boon as posaible" SSno JS? J * 8 t0 COamenCC 

The Identified the target aa "B^ " ° n ^ January , 

unit had arrived at "B 6 " aS inetrSLd 

initiate comnunications with \hat^ < ^ of l he «* to 

aubordinate that the friendly unite vould^nter 6 "!^" 5 th * B * no t lfiedit s 
0200 houra (Golf) on 30 January T n * B3 , ! he target area ) at 

subordinate of the Hq,XDiS B ? 8568 later ln the ^ the 

verv mieh in vision reported that Allied forces vere 

SrS^s^iaa 0 ^ “ ^ * *» 

W to bring the troops i^butthey'haS'n!S V Jf ^ t f lad in avei V 
subordinate said that its rice 8 Zlt not been able to enter yet." The 

added, "I did not dare report back to th^ exhausted by 3 Februaix_and 
difficult to talk about tte sitSatiM." commander becau0e 1 f i* d it very 
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Sion? operations in Vietnam cover all aspects of Vietnamese Communist 
( North Vietnamese and Viet Ceng ) military ct/mrunications. late i ligence 
derived from the intercept of these communications is made available to the 
intelligence community through a comprehensive reporting program. Further, j 

a core inmediato service is afforded thcatir commands through specialised 
tactical rc pro ting ( TACSRPS ) as veil as direct service that is given 
H-CV and other ccmmnsda through SlffiOT support groups ( SSG ) ar.d Direct 

Support units C CSC ). |_ 

?ha objectivo of this SlOrr? reporting and support effort is to present 

information that is both accurate and timely, to assist in the execution and ; 

planning of mi-itary operations in Vietnam, and , o.. ccorso, to aid ih a th. ^ 

assessment. This go-'il is achieved by coordinated SICITsT collection, pro- 

cessing and reporting responsibilities at several levels. 1 

The field stations located in Vietnam aro charged with timely • ^ 

collection, processing, analysis and re;orting on specific targets. Timely 

rororting, as it is effected through the CRITIC, 7ACR2?, SfCT and anSCTRICA~ 

F.NLIASI reporting progr.nms, is a principal responsibility of the field 

stati.il. Specifically the st .tion > involved are GSM-303 at ?hu 3ai, 

•_«... 'i 

USM-604 at Pleiku, and CSX-626 at Bier. rioa repo. - or. 'leu.-iur-so '■'O... 
ground activities; North V io tn mese naval activity is covondd by C.s:~7J, 
colcc.ted at ?hu Ini with GSM- ‘03; -r.d the North Vietn^mose .in *nd air 
icf.r.se ;.^bl=m li. ‘-...-.Sled bj UGA-52 at --”-5 at -cm, ■«> 
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end USA-57 at '-lark Air Ease in the Fniiippines. Intercept accomplished 
by these stations is supplemented ciy Airborne and Seaborne Collection and 
Direct Support Units located in *outh Vietnam. There are appre xima tely 
30 mobile or semi-mibile units known ;.s direct Support Units ( DSU ). 

DSU's fjCve as a unique mission the support of designated mii.tary commands, 
generally at the division, brigade or regimental level. Their primary 
vehicle for the rfesaeminstion of intelligence is the TiCKo?. 

Eacking up these efforts i3 the NSA 3ICI"T Support Croup ( S3G ) at 
Saigon and he Joint Sobe Processing Center located in Okinawa. The mission 
of the SSG is '.0 provide SICI‘17 support to HACV and its subordinate command* 
This support includes spocial support for covert onerr.tnono in the theater, 
warnings on threats of attacks or impending battles, ..r.d general assistance 
to current inte lli gence operations through interpretative responses to cueri 
raised by MACV. This type of assistance is also provided by a special 


support group that was formed in early 1966 to support both the 7th -in 


Force and the 7th Fleet through a daily assessment of the air and air 
defense situa' ion over North ^iotnsm and bordering areas of China. JSPC 


concerns itself with timely re orting on the North Vietnamese / Xir problem 
and technical support to field stations. 

The results of this extensive collection, processing and ro'orting 

V 

effort flew back to XSA which is responsible for cx- -tndir.g the SiCI"T 
technical and information base; for immediate cots olic! at ion and summary 
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Infiltration Summary, as we.i as immediate 3fCT r.-~, other electrical 










reporting; for conducting longer tom studios then involve a or a ccaplex 
analysis; and for exorcising technic*! control, aamger.ent, direction end 
laming o' the overall SIGIJTT oyster. 
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pojorw. eco=o=ly roforrod to ro «« 
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